>) aemmamaaty 


a 


ae 





Vou. 3. No. 5.] [May 15, 1882. 


MONTHLY NOTES 


OF THE 


Library Assactatian 


of the Gnited Kingdom. 


Contents :—Oflicial Notices—May Monthly Meeting: Paper by Mr. Andrew 
Taylor, ‘‘ Present-day Limits to Subscription Libraries ”"—‘ The Thomlinson 
Library,” by W. J. Haggerston—Library Notes—Notices of Bibliographies 
—Catalogues and Reports—Notes and Queries, 


Tue next Monthly Meeting of the Association will be held at the 
London Institution, Finsbury Circus, on Friday, June 2nd, 1882, 
when a Paper will be read by Mr. Ernest C. Thomas, entitled 
“Library Statistics of a Europe.” 

The date of the Annual Meeting at Cambridge has been provi- 
sionally fixed for Tuesday, the 5th September, and following days. 


MAY MONTHLY MEETING. 


Tue Eighth Monthly Meeting of the Fifth Year of the Association 
was held at the London Institution, on Friday, May 5th, at 8 p.m., 
Mr. B. R. Wueatcey in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, 
Mr. James Davser, Mus.B., of Wigan, was duly elected a member 
of the Association. The following gentleman was proposed and 
seconded for election at the next Monthly Meeting: Mr. William 
Buchanan, Registrar, 10, Carrington Street, Glasgow. 

It was proposed by Mr. Ernest C. Thomas, seconded by Mr. 
Cornelius Walford, and carried unanimously, that Mr. Kdward 
Edwards be elected an Honorary Member of the Association. 

The Chairman then called upon the Secretary to read a Paper by 
Mr. Anprew Tayior, Treasurer of the Edinburgh Select Subscrip- 
tion Library, entitled 


Present-pay Limirs to Pusiic Susscrietion Lipraries. 


The past winter in Edinburgh has been a quiet one in reference 
to any discussion on the adoption of the Free Libraries Act. Ran- 
dom hits, reminding one of the late fierce battle, may have been 
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noticed once and again in the daily prints. But where are the 
trenchant leaders, the voluminous correspondence, and, above all, 
the army of sandwich-men perambulating our streets with their 
apneals to over-rated tax-payers, lately introduced to the Confer- 
ence by Mr. Ralph Richardson? Where has the enthusiasm for 
public free libraries by voluntary subscriptions taken a tangible 
shape? Certainly not in Edinburgh, otherwise than in printer’s 
ink. What more of the movement for opening up the Advocates’ 
Library by the addition of a public reading-room ? When the ques- 
tion was first mooted at the Edinburgh meeting of the Library 
Association, I posed as the advocate of existing institutions. But 
in truth, the balance-sheet over which I preside is not in such a 
state as to be cited as a triumphant testimony of the working of 
willinghood in this direction of voluntary effort. And I look in 
vain for similar evidence from the financial conditions of sister 
societies in the city. The Philosophical Institution appears to 
prosper, but it offers other attractions than its library. The ques- 
tion really is, apart from the utilisation of the Advocates’ Library, 
Can libraries proper exist apart from public taxation ? Of course, 
the Edinburgh Subscription, the Select Subscription, and the 
Mechanics’ Libraries which were pointed out during the recent dis- 
cussion, had solved the problem by living through most of the 
years of the present century. But are not all these founded on 
principles, though good enough in their day, now ready to wax old 
and vanish away ? The practical experience of one of these insti- 
tutions, mainly in its financial aspects, will best answer the ques- 
tion. 

A tabular statement now lies before me, detailing the income and 
expenditure of the library with which I am connected, for the last 
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eighty years. I note such of the facts as may be interesting to a 


general public. Established by twelve humble men, it has collected 
and spent fully £14,500 19s. for library purposes ; and accumulated 
over 30,000 volumes. Its shelves illustrate the many changes in 
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publishing since 1800; from Murray’s early magnificent cream- 
laid quartoes to Constable's Miscellany and Knight’s Weekly 
Volume ; from the first blue and yellows of the Kdinburgh to 
Chambers’s Journal, the Penny Magazine of the useful knowledge 
time to the early Cornhills, where it is gravely asked—How much 
of this stir of Brougham’s time was useless knowledge ? We have 
scarce black letters and valuable pamphlets. But I write as a 
treasurer, not as a bibliographer. Our annals stretch over three 
periods: one of gradual slow growth, another of unbounded pros- 
perity, while the present can only be trathfully written about as 
one of decay. Up till the year 1820, the number of members varied 
from 30 to 123; during the next decade the numbers varied from 
133 to 235. But at the epoch of the first Reform Bill, the time of 
the cry that the schoolmaster is abroad, the society gained a new 
life. From 1830 to 1840 its constituency averaged 500; while 328 
shares were sold at the then entry fee of two guineas each. Fully 
£1,178 was spent in management and rent; while no less than 
£1,882 was expended on books and binding. The catalogue of the 
15,000 volumes then accumulated was published at an expense of 
£250. At the beginning of the next ten years, the number of 
members culminated at 650. Since then it has gradually decreased 
to about 300, with, of course,a corresponding reduction in the 
income and expenditure. While during the last ten years some- 
thing like £1,405 has been expended on rents and management, 
only £671 has been spent on books and binding. 

I do not stay to discuss in any detail the external causes which 
have retarded the progress of the Library. The establishment of 
such institutions as the Philosophical, combining news-rooms, lec- 
tures, and library in one payment, have no doubt taken away some 
subscribers. The admirable development of booksellers’ reading 
clubs on the plan of ‘‘ Mudie’s ” has also more seriously reduced our 
subscribers’ list. But the continuous existence of the Institution 
for a time of forty years’ decline, shows how it has met the wants 
of at least a class of readers in a great city. If it decays, the 
causes must lie mainly within its own borders. What are they? * 

The principle of vicious book-keeping long pursued, of counting 
all monies expended on books and binding as realisable capital ; 
and, secondly, the method, rendered almost obligatory in our case, 
by one of the constitutional laws, of keeping every book entered 
on the catalogue in perpetuity. 

Most of our present annual income goes in payment of rent, 
salary, and incidental expenses; the moiety is often swallowed in 
periodicals, subscriptions to booksellers’ reading clubs ; sometimes a 
fraction may be expended in permanent books of reference, &c. In 
other words, apart from our old books, we are just a miniature 
bookseller’s reading club. This, no doubt, suits a considerable 
majority of our members, who mostly confine their borrowing 
books to the interval betwixt October and April. They could not 
mentally utilise the more abundant supplies of the booksellers’ 
libraries, apart altogether from the enhanced price demanded. But 
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of what use is a great mass of our older books? What, for in- 
stance, of the 3,800 volumes of old novels, or the long series of once- 
popular periodicals now lying dormant? It would gratify our 
readers to have the use of a more plentiful supply of the more 
solid season books than the booksellers’ clubs can afford to give us 
frora their limited stores in this department of their stock ; so, too, 
in regard to books purchased from their surplus catalogues. Had 
we agreed to sell again most of these every three or four years, 
space and funds, now both sorely needed, would be abundant. A 
library committee must refer publishers’ literary assistants—and we 
have many of these on our roll—to the institutions supported by 
public funds. Though not assuming to themselves the office of 
inquisitors over a periodic index expurgatorius, they must recognise 
oflicially, the ephemeral character of even the great mass of our 
more solid literature, and act accordingly. Skilled advice as to 
which books to keep may easily be had. Why should not the 
Library Association itself assistin this matter? Further, had we 
agreed to have kept from £1,500 to £3,000 as a permanent endow- 
ment fund out of the £7,000 and more expended by us since 1800 
for rent and library charges, the greater part of our annual income 
might now be spent on books, with the prospect of our subscribers’ 
list mounting up again several hundreds. Its decrease can be 
traced to a time of economy, necessitated by previous over-expen- 
diture ; and temporary increases have always come when the library 
table was crowded with new books. 

The entry money used long to form the main fund for purchasing 
new books. In our ten years of prosperity—1830-1840—fally 
£464 was thus drawn; and the sum thus added to the funds 
altogether since 1800 amounts to over £171,731. This formed a 
main feature in all libraries founded on the subscription plan. But 
since the advent of the newer institutions which ask only an annual 
payment from subscribers, who are also free from further liability 
to pay in succeeding years, the acceptance of shareholding liability 
has been much objected to by the outside public. We admitted 
readers who need hold no share in 1867, and the consequence ap- 
pears to have been that no new shares have been bought from the 
library. Up till 1830 so many as 351 shares had been sold; fully 
328 were taken betwixt 1830 and 1840 ; but during the last forty 
years only 101 have been sold. So far, then, the admission of 
readers, while giving a temporary prosperity, has invalidated a 
fundamental basis of our sound financial life. During all this latter 
period, fewer expensive books have appeared on our catalogue, for 
lack of the reserve fund got from this source, and mostly so ex- 
pended. We have returned to the principle of such a fund, in 
trying a modified system of compounding. Here, again, we believe 
the rigidity of the first subscription library idea has to be relaxed, 
not abandoned. Mere annual subscribers do not show the enthu- 
siasm often betrayed by grey-headed men who have had memories 
of such an institution as ours in their boyhood. Further, are not 
the administrative duties falling to shareholders an important part 
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of adult education. And, indeed, is not the greatest “ idol of the 
den ” besetting our annual Library subscriber—that nervous dread 
that he don’t get his full money-worth of reading—most inimical 
to earnest study ? Now, let an entry fee involve the idea of com- 
pounding, the payee to have full privileges of voting, and using the 
Library Hall as a club-room, even though at times books are not 
taken out, and he does not then pay the customary annual or 
quarterly subscription—then you secure a life interest in the insti- 
tution. The sum so fixed need not be paid at once, but could be 
received periodically till completed along with the regular contri- 
butions, only it would have to be kept in a distinct account apart 
from the ordinary income and expenditure, its amount varying 
from £3 to £7 according to the circumstances of the Library. Sup- 
pose £1,700 were thus amassed in ten years, then you have the 
means to establish a permanent library; but experience in this 
way, though little more than of a year’s growth, is promising. 

To sum up, I think the subscription plan, with a few modifica- 
tions to present-day requirements, capable of establishing district 
libraries in such a city as Edinburgh, each with 300 or 500 mem- 
bers—not books, as I have -been inadvertently misreported. One 
year’s assessment of the Free Libraries Act in Kdinburgh would 
have permanently endowed our own institution. Its charge—four 
shillings per quarter, or fourpence-halfpeony a week—is not 
grudged by the very classes who would have specially used the 
Free Libraries. Let the Edinburgh opponents of the Act then 
show us some practical sympathy. Our vigorous life will be the 
best appeal against a renewal of the agitation for the Acts. The 
northern metropolis cannot retain its present position in reference 
to this important branch of adult education unless it sullies its fair 
name. 

A brief discussion ensued, at the close of which a vote of thanks 
was passed to Mr. Taylor for his Paper. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


THE THOMLINSON LIBRARY, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
By W. J. Haaaerston. 


A tiprary belonging to the Mayor and Corporation of this ancient 
borough, had been located in the church of St. Nicholas, from a 
very early period. Dr. J. Collingwood Bruce, in his “ Handbook 
to’ Neweastle-on-Tyne,” published in 1863, pp. 36-37, speaking of 
St. Nicholas’ Church, says:—‘‘ This Church has long been in 
possession of a small library, to which the inhabitants of the town 
have access. In the year 1736, Dr. Thomlinson having bequeathed 
his books, to the number of 1,600 to this town, Sir Walter Blackett 
erected the incongruous edifice which stands on the South side of 
the church, for the better accommodation of the collections. The 
vestry is on the ground floor; the old library and Dr. Thomlinson’s 
library occupy the upper storeys. Amongst the books in the old 
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library are a copy of Walton’s Polyglott, and some valuable editions 
of the Fathers. The chains by which these books were fastened 
to the reading-shelves are preserved: they have portions of the 
boards adhering to them. Little use has for many years been 
made of these libraries, and, unless they are committed to the care of 
some public institution, whose arrangements admit of free access 
being had to them at all reasonable hours, the only purpose they 
are ever likely to subserve is the breeding of successive generations 
of most unmetaphorical book-worms. In the old library, Brand 
tells us, is a very curious MS. copy of the Bible, with many 
beautiful illuminations, which appears to have belonged to the 
Church of Hexham. He (writing in 1789) thought that it could 
not be less than 600 years old. It is still there. There are some 
other MSS., dating, it is supposed, from the time of William 
Rufus, and even anterior to it.” 
On January 31, 1735-6, Dr. Thomlinson wrote to his friend, 
Walter Calverley Blacket, Mayor of Newcastle-upon-Tyne (after- 
wards Sir Walter C. Blacket), as follows :—‘t Dear Sir, Being 
desirous, when I die, yt my Books should be put into a public way of 
being useful, and placed near ye sacred Walls of y‘ Church in which 
I spent the Flower of my Age, as an unworthy Lecturer ; I design’d 
| a Plan for a Library above ye Vestry of St. Nicholas, w® if 
executed, | have left in my Will my whole Sudy [sic] of Books 
to ye Mayor and Burgesses of Newcastle, &c.—This is the best 
Return | can make for ye many and singular Favours receiv’d ’ 
from a kind Providence and a generous Corporation ; as well as ye { \ 
sincerest Expression of my great Esteem for ye Church of England 
and her Clergy ; w™, I hope, will flourish and outshine all Opposers 
till Books and Time itself shall be no more. 
“And if you, Generous Sir, will be so good as to build y* 
Library, so design’d by me, I do promise y' y® Legacy of all my 
; Books, shall never be revers’d by, Sir, 
* Your affectionate Friend, & 
** Most obed‘ Servant, 


“ Whickham.” ‘* Ros™ THOMLINSON. 


This request was acceded to by Mr. Blacket, and the building 
seems to have been completed, and Dr. Thomlinson’s books and 
book-cases placed therein in the year 1741, for Dr. Thomlinson’s 
- will, which bears date November 5th, 1741, states that—‘* Whereas 
Walter Blacket, of Wallington, Hsq., . . . . hath, 
“at his own expense, built over the Vestry of the Parish Church of y 
St. Nicolas, in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, a handsome Fabric 
| for the reception of my Books, and those of other Benefactors, and 
: has endowed the same with a Rent-charge of £25 a year to be 
paid toa Library Keeper. . . . And whereas I have put into 
the said Fabric, or Library, above one thousand six hundred Books, 
and, for the increase of the said Library, have purchased of the 
said Walter Blacket a Rent- charge of £5 a year, to be a perpetual 
Fund, to supply the said Library with Books. . . 





— 


——— 














71 


The appointment of a Librarian in the first instance was made 
by Dr. Thomlinson himself, and the person so appointed was the 
Rev. Nathaniel Clayton, B.D. After the decease of Dr. Thomlinson 
(which took place March 24th, 1748), the appointment of the 
Librarian was to be left in the hands of Walter Blacket, Esq., and 
after his death to the heirs male of his body; and failing the said 
Walter Blacket, and the heirs male of his body, then the “ Mayor 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne for the time being, the Archdeacon of 
Northumberland for the time being, the Vicar of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne for the time being, and the Lecturer of St. Nicolas’ Church 
for the time being, or the majority of them.” It is further stipu- 
lated in the will that each Librarian to be elected “ shall be chosen 
from amongst the then Curates of the Churches of St. Nicolas, All 
Saints, St. John’s, and St. Andrew’s, in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
preference being given to those of St. Nicolas.” 

The Librarian on his appointment is required to give a bond in 
the sum of £300, for the full and faithful discharge of the duties 
of his office; and he is further required to take the following form 
of oath, viz. :— 

“You swear that you will well and truly serve in the place or 
office of Librarian, or Keeper of the Library in Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, called Dr. Thomlinson’s Library, so long as you shall con- 
tinue to be the Keeper thereof; and that you will faithfully and 
duly observe and keep all the Orders or Statutes thereof by you 
subscribed. . So help you God.” 

The laws provide that ‘“‘ The Library is to be visited every year, 
or oftener, as the Archdeacon of Northumberland shall appoint, he 
deputing some of the Clergy of the Town to assist the Vicar and 
Lecturer of St. Nicholas’s in examining and calling over the Books 
by the Catalogue.” 

“That there be two correct Catalogues of the said Books, one or 
both to be of Parchment, one to be kept in the Library, and the 
other in the Town Chamber, after they are compared and examined. 
And the Librarian shall at his entrance, in the presence of two or 
more of the Trustees, compare the Catalogue with the Books, and 
give bond for their preservation according to the Catalogue.” 

The visitors are the Archdeacon of Northumberland and the 
Mayor of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

According to the Rules, “ No book is to be lent out of the said 
Library, but only to one that is going to publish a Book of at least 
300 Pages in Octavo. That the Borrower, that is going to publish, 
must not have more than four or six Books in his Custody at once, 
for a Time not exceeding six Weeks, or two Months atthe most : 
unless the Book he is going to publish be large, in which case he 
may be allowed to borrow a greater number of Books, not exceeding 
ten at a Time, and for a Time not exceeding ten weeks at the most : 
and that only by Special Licence, under the Hands of the Arch- 
deacon of Northumberland, as well as the Vicar and Lecturer 
aforesaid. He must deposit in the Hands of the Librarian double 
the value set on each Book; and shall sign a note to forfeit half 
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the value of the money, if the Book be damaged when returned ; 
and the whole, if he returns not the Book in the Time limited. 
And he shall promise under his hand to give to the said Library, a 
printed copy of the Book he intends to publish, well bound, as 
socn as possible.” 

The Librarians appointed to succeed the Rev. Nathaniel Clayton 
were Rev. Richard Brewster, 1755, Rev. John Ellison, 1764, Rev. 
Joseph Wilkinson, 1807, Rev. John Barnet, 1826, and Rev. James 
Taylor in 1828. Since that period it would be a work of some 
difficulty to accurately name the Librarians and the dates of their 
appointments. 


(To be continued.) 


LIBRARY NOTES. 


Birmincuam.—lIt is expected that the new building for the Bir- 
mingham Reference Library, Principal News-room, and Central 
Lending Library, will be opened on June Ist. The Right Hon. 
J. Bright, M.P., has consented to give an address on the occasion, 
and it is intended that representatives of the Library Association, 
and of the principal libraries of the country, shall be invited to 
attend. Among the interesting incidents of the day will be the 
presentation of a sum of nearly £15,000, subscribed chiefly by the 
town and neighbourhood, for the purchase of books for the New 
Reference Library. Nearly 50,000 volumes have been secured as a 
commencement of the New Reference Department. It is intended 
that within the next few years the Reference Department alone 
shall contain 100,000 volumes. Very much will depend upon the 
steady and judicious choice of these books. Few things suffer more 
from haste than the making of a library. One would often gladly 
part with a thousand volumes which may be tolerated in a library, 
in favour of one hundred which have a far higher claim to be there. 
The previous reputation of the Birmingham Reference Library was 
due, not so much to the number as to the value of its works, and 
we hope that the New Reference Library will sustain and increase 
the character given it in 1869 in Mr. Edward Kdwards’s ‘“* Free 
Town Libraries ””"—‘‘ Really a library, and not merely a heap of 
books.” 


Cambripar.—Mr. Pink writes to us :—‘ For five years, to the end 
of 1880, our Reading-room Library (containing 900 volumes) was free 
from that troublesome pest, the book-stealer. In the early part of 
1881 we lost two volumes. Karly this year I received from the 
Mitchell Library, Glasgow, a large handbill recording a conviction 
for this offence, which handbill I suspended in our room, adding to 
it in large letters the word ‘‘ Caution.” Within five or six weeks 
of this notice being exhibited we lost eleven volumes. I removed 
it on the 2nd April, since which time not a single volume has been 
taken away. Was it cause and effect P” 
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FLEETWOoD.—Several weeks ago a public meeting of ratepayers 
of Fleetwood declared in favour of the adoption of the Free Libra- 
ries Acts in Fleetwood. On the 2nd May, the Local Board passed 
a resolution declaring the vote taken at the public meeting con- 
trary to the amended Act, and therefore not binding on the board 
or the ratepayers ; and the board therefore decided not to entertain 
the question of adopting the Free Libraries Acts at present. 


Hastines.—A public meeting has been convened for Tuesday, 
May 16th, by the Mayor, in compliance with an influentially signed 
requisition, to consider the desirability of adopting the Free 
Libraries Acts. It is understood that Sir Thomas Brassey has 
refused to allow the Reference Library which he has established at 
Claremont to become part of the proposed Public Library. 


Krneston-on-THamMEs.—The Rev. J. M. Gordon writes :—‘ Out 
of the gentlemen who applied to us for the post of Librarian, we 
selected Mr. Charles Baxter, formerly of Newcastle and Swansea 
Libraries, and he came to reside here in January last. The work 
of selecting books goes slowly forward, and the Lending Library 
will, in all probability, not be opened before September or October. 
But the Committee were anxious that the pubhe should ,begin as 
soon as possible to derive some benefit from the Library, and 
accordingly we opened the Reading-room on the first of this month. 
The hours are from 9 am. till 10 p.m. Already the boon seems 
greatly appreciated, and in the evenings we have more visitors 
than we can comfortably accommodate. There isan ample supply 
of all the leading newspapers and magazines, and the books 
already purchased are available for the use of readers on the 
premises. We have determined to adopt Elliot’s Indicator.” 


Loxpon: British Museum.—Onur readers will be glad to notice 
that the terms of subscription to the printed Museum Catalogue 
have been revised. The accessions for the year 1882 may be ob- 
tained for a subscription of £3; and the portions of the General 
Catalogue printed during the year for £3 10s. As the Catalogue 
is being gradually put into print as the volumes of the Manuscript 
Catalogue become overcrowded, the latter portions are of course” 
taken from different parts of the alphabet. 


Lonpon: Lonpvon Instrrurron.—The Annual General Meeting of 
the Proprietors was held on April 26th. The issues in the Circulating 
Department for the past year were reported as 75,730, as compared 
with 58,380 for the previous year. The percentage of fiction ciren- 
lated was only 39°39. The income for the year was £4,247 4s..2d., 
which shows a great advance upon the income for 1874—5, being, we 
believe, the late Librarian’s first year of office, when the total 
receipts were £3,080 14s. 8d. It is remarked in the Report that the 
income derived from Non-Proprietors now covers the entire expense 
of the purchase of books, and of the subscriptions to other 
Libraries. : 


Mancuester.—At the opening of the new Branch Library in 
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Deansgate, which took place on the 6th of April, addresses were 
delivered by the Mayor (Mr. Alderman Baker), Mr. Jas. Crossley, 
and Mr. Croston. The Library opens with 18,000 volumes. The 
office of librarian of the Ancoats branch has been filled by the 
appointment of Miss Emily Casserley, who has been engaged in the 
library service since 1871. This is the first time that such an 
appointment has been made in Manchester. 


Reapinc.—Mr. W. H. Greenhough, chief librarian of the Stock- 
port Public Free Library, and formerly of the Salford Free Libraries, 
has been appointed to the chief librarianship at Reading. 


Wycompe.—The ceremony of handing over a Free Library to the 
town of Wycombe took place on the 18th April. The institution, 
which comprises a large reading-room and a reference library of 
equal size, together with Librarian’s residence, committee rooms, 
&c., situated in the centre of the town, was founded by Mr. J. O. 
Griffits, Q.C., Recorder of Reading, and a native of Wycombe, in 
1876. Since that year Mr. Griffits has borne the entire cost of its 
support, which amounts to a considerable sum per annum, the 
money raised by the public having in the meanwhile been devoted to 
the formation of an endowment fund. This already amounts to more 
than £1,200, and it is hoped will be largely augmented by the pro- 
ceeds of a fancy fair to be heldin July. Mr. Griffits has presented 
the freehold buildings to the town, on condition that the fund be 
increased within the next seven years to £3,000, and the formal 
transfer of the deeds has now been made, Lord Carrington and the 
Mayor of Wycombe accepting them on behalf of the town. These 
gentlemen and others acknowledged warmly the obligations of the 
town to Mr. Griflits for his splendid gift. 


We are indebted to the courtesy of Herr P. E. Richter, Secretary 
of the Royal Public Library at Dresden, for calling our attention 
to the appearance of a French version of our “ Cataloguing Rules ” 
in the Messager des Sciences Historiques of Brussels. We are 
probably not wrong in supposing Herr Richter to be the author of 
the German translation of them mentioned in our March number, 


We regret to learn that Mr. W. E. Foster’s valuable reference- 
lists will no longer be published in the Library Journal. In the 
March number of our official organ may be read some useful notes 
by Mr. C. A. Cutter on placards for shelves. In the same issue 
M [elvil] D [ui] wants to hear of some practical device for 
cutting the edges of magazines and pamphlets, instead of the slow 
process of the ivory paper-knife. It is too much trouble to send 
them to the binder’s to be trimmed. 


Not the least among the claims of Richard Bentley to the respect 
of librarians is the fact that he was keeper of the Royal Libraries 
from 1694 to his death in 1742, The recent addition to the 
English Men of Letters Series (Bentley : By Professor R. C. Jebb) 
is made particularly interesting from the large use by the author of 
bibliographical illustrations. 
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_ We have received from Mr. Mason, of the Stirling’s and Glasgow 
Public Library, a neat little folding card which he has had printed 
for his subscribers. It contains a list of the magazines in circu- 
lation, with perpendicular lines for the months, so that readers 
may note the numbers which they have borrowed. It is sold at 
profit for one penny, and has proved very popular. 


In the Sunday Review for April is a list of 77 members of the 
Library Association who signed the memorial of February last to 
Mr. Gladstone in connection with the expediency of opening the 
British Museum on Sunday. The memorial was supported by 
2,150 signatures, all obtained during February 15-22, and is repre- 
sented to have been “the most weighty expression of opinion 
which has ever been given on the Sunday question.” 


Professor Ch. Schmidt, of Strasburg, is engaged upon a work on 
the history of the libraries of that city during the Middle Ages, 
and treating incidentally the early history of the Strasburg printing- 
press. 


The French Government have purchased the books and papers 
of Mariette Pacha for 79,000frs. The library, amounts to 3,000 
volumes on Egyptology, and is said to include an almost complete 
series of works issued between 1840 and 1875. 


The new Bibliothéque de l’Opéra has recently been inaugurated 
at Paris under a decree of December 10th, 1881, which provides, 
among other matters, that it shall include the Opéra archives, 
and shall remain exclusively a special collection of dramatic and 
musical works, and that it shall be open to the public between 
August 16th and June 30th. M. Nuitter has compiled a catalogue 
of the dramatic books. 

It is proposed to collect in one room of the Biblioteca Mediceo- 
Laurenziana all the Dante MSS. (amounting to about 300) in the 
different Florentine libraries which are under Government control. 


LIBRARY CATALOGUES AND REPORTS. . 


Glasgow. Supplementary Catalogue of Stirling’s and Glasgow 
Public Library, 1871-81. Glasgow, 1882. 8vo, pp. 50. Price 
4d. 


Contains the accessions of the last ten years catalogued on the dictionary plan, 
subjects, author, and title-entries being marked by different forms of type. Mr. 
Madeley’s demy book-scale is followed in indicating sizes. The catalogue is 
followed by four pages of advertisements. 

Malvern. Catalogue of the Books in the School Library, Malvern 

College. Leeds, 1881. 8vo, pp. 41. 


A classed catalogue with a practer-rational arrangement. Each alternate page 
is left blank and unnumbered. 


Rochdale Free Public Library. Catalogue of the Books in the 
Lending Department. Compiled by George Hanson, Principal 
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Librarian. Rochdale, 1882. Cr. 8vo, pp. 347, half-bound. 

Price Is. 

A catalogue comprising 23,178 volumes, and compiled on the dictionary system 
under authors, subjects, and titles. Books are also collected under such class- 
headings as *‘ Juvenile Literature,” ‘ Music,” ‘‘ Poems,” &e. The contents of 
‘ollected works and selections of contents of magazines are given, and many 
explanatery notes are added. Novels appearing in magazines are all catalogued 
under their authors and titles, 


Swindon. Great Western Railway (New Swindon) Mechanics’ Insti- 
tution. Catalogue of Books. New and Revised Edition. Compiled 
by Alfred J. Birch, Librarian. Swindon, 1878. 8vo, pp. 150. 
Supplement to Catalogue, 1880, pp. 73. Second Supplement, 
1881, pp. 19. Third Supplement, 1882, pp. 23. 

A classed catalogue with entries under authors and titles. In the Supplements 
the contents of collected works are set out and explanatory notes added. We 
hope that Mr. Birch may soon be able to issue a consolidated catalogue. 


Cardiff Free Library, Museum, and Science and Art Schools. 
Nineteenth Annual Report, 1880-81. Cardiff, 1881. 8vo, pp. 
23. 

The issues for the year were 62,281, being an increase of about 4,000 on the 
previous year. The income for the year was £1,711 6s. 94d. (including Corpo- 
ration grant of £1,292 1s. 4d.), of which £691 18s, 24d. was expended upon the 
Library. There are some interesting tables, especially those of the books issued 
to male and female borrowers. 


Glasgow. Annual Report of Stirling’s and Glasgow Public 
Library, 1881-82. Glasgow, 1882. 8vo, pp. 12, and wrapper. 


The issues for the year were 57,463, being at least’ as large a gain as in the 
previous year, 149 new members have joined during the year, the entire number 
of members now being 370. The income for the year was £694 7s. 94d. The 
Directors refer to their cordial relations with the Mitchell Library. 


Buffalo, N.Y. Young Men’s Library. Books for Young Readers. 
A Classified Catalogue. By J.N. Larned. 8vo, pp. 63. 


Prepared to furnish assistance in the selecting of good books for young readers, 
those specially recommended being marked with an asterisk. The books are 
classed by subjects, and are further divided into three grades for children of 
different ages. Brief notes are appended to the books in the class of Historical 
Fiction. On Manila paper. 


Taunton, Mass. First Supplement to the Catalogue of the Public 
Library of the City of Taunton, Mass. Taunton, 1881. 4to, 
pp. viil.—71, boards. 

“The design is to place every work under the name or names to which it may 
properly be attributed, and to classify it under the head or heads to which it 
belongs, the specific heads being themselves arranged under those more generic in 
character, thus bringing all closely-related subjects into juxtaposition, and enab- 
ling the reader to see at one view the resources of the Library in any given 
direction. It is thought that this plan avoids, to a great extent, the necessity 
of cross references and anticipates doubts regarding the terminology of headings.” 
We presume that this has a meaning, and print it therefore for the benefit of 
cleverer heads than our own. The catalogue proper is followed by a classified in- 
dex, Manila paper. 
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NOTICES OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 


W. Carew Hazlitt. Second Series of Bibliographical Collections 
and Notes on Early English Literature, 1474-1700. London : 
B. Quaritch, 1882. 8vo, pp. x.-717. Price £1 16s. 


Supplementary to the same writer’s Handbook, 1867, and Collections and Notes, 
1876. The three works contain about 21,000 titles of English works of more or 
less rarity, and are useful as containing materials for bibliography, although some- 
thing more than the mere accurate copying of title-pages and exact description of 
collations should be understood by the word bibliography. 


Bibliography of Robert Browning, from 1833 to 1881. Compiled 
by Frederick J, Furnivall. London: Published for the Brown- 
ing Society by N. Triibner and Co. 1882. 8vo, pp. 117-74. 
Price 5s. 

This consists of additions to the Bibliography in Part I. of the Browning 
Society’s Papers, 1881, including—1. Browning’s Acted Plays ; 2. Fresh Entries 
of Criticisms on Browning’s Works ; 3. Fresh Personal Notices of Browning ; 4. 
Notes on Browning’s Poems and Furnivall’s Bibliography ; 5. Short Index ; and 
Mr. Nettleship’s Classification of Browning’s Poems. The pages are chiefly occu- 
pied with extracts from various sources relating to Mr. Browning and his writings, 
and the compilation reflects great credit upon the industry of Mr. Furnivall. But 
it is a subject of regret that so much bibliographical energy would be wasted in 
collecting scraps of uninstructive gossip about a man of genius, who, however 
great may be his literary power, is still a living personage, and whose proper 
place in the hierarchy of fame has yet to be fixed. Mr. Browning is hap ily still 
with us, and as a crowning glory to his career may yet give to the welll a series 
of epics upon the members of the society which bears his name. 


Manchester Bibliography for 1881. By Charles William Sutton. 
Manchester, 1882. 8vo, pp. 157-175, 


This, the second of Mr. Sutton’s annual Manchester Bibliographies, is reprinted 
from the April number of the Manchester Quarterly, and exhibits the compiler's 
usual care and accuracy. Of the books recorded the number actually produced in 
Manchester is 323, and of those written by natives or residents of the city but 
printed elsewhere the number is 42. Mr. Sutton classifies. them, and it appears 
that the most numerousof the classes is Politics,;Commerce, and Social Questions, 
numbering 56. Omitting periodicals, History, Biography, and Travel come next 
with 43, and in the third place Music, with 40 publications, 


The Literary History of England in the End of the Eighteenth and 
Beginning of the Nineteenth Century. By Mrs. Oliphant. 
London: Macmillan and Co., 1882. 3 vols., 8vo. Price 36s. 


This finds a place on the lwcus a non lucendo principle. Mrs, Oliphant’s work 
may be interesting to persons with a taste for harmless reading, but, as literary 
history without bibliography is valueless, it cannot prove of much use as a book 
of reference. 


May’s British and Irish Press Guide. 1882. London: F. L. May 
and Co. 8vo, pp. xvi.-256 and cover. Price Is. 


This is the ninth year of this very full and useful handbook of our newspaper 
and periodical literature. It registers no less than 2,137 newspapers published in 
the United Kingdom, besides 930 periodicals and 384 annuals, &c. There are a 
dictionary of subjects, Xc., with the organs representing them, and a list of socie- 
ties and their respective publications, besides a number of very interesting maps 
showing the hecaliaaiion of newspaper literature, Altogether the book contains a 
really wonderful amount of information. We observe that, although our MonrHLy 
Noress is duly registered, no mention is made of our ‘‘ Transactions,” 
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Library of Harvard University. Bibliographical Contributions. 
Edited by Justin Winsor, Librarian. No. 15. List of American 
Authors in Geology and Paleontology. By J. D. Whitney. 
Cambridge, Mass.: Univ. Press, 1882. La. 8vo, pp. 11. 

This list is reprinted from the Bulletin of Harvard University, and includes the 
names of persons born or of long residence in the United States who have con- 
tributed to the progress of geological or paleontological science. The following 
are announced to appear in the same form :—References in Analytic Geometry, by 
J. M. Peirce ; Calendar of the Arthur Lee MSS. at Harvard; Bibliography of 
Fossil Insects, by 8. H. Scudder ; Classified Index to the Maps in Petermann’s 
Geograph. Mittheilungen, 1855-81, by G. R. Bliss, Jun. ; ol list of the most 
useful reference books, by Justin Winsor. 

Catalogue of French Books offered for Sale by Dulau and Co., 37, 
Soho Square, W.C. London: Dulau and Co., 1882. Sm. 8vo, 
pp. 326. 

A useful price-list of modern French literature. 

Bibliograpbie Belge: Journal Général de VImprimerie, de la 
Librairie et des Industries qui s’y rattachent ; publié sur les Docu- 
ments fournis par le Ministre de l’Intérieur. lre Année. No.1, 
15 Avril, 1882. Bruxelles, 1882. La. 8vo. 


This proposes to issue a list of every publication brought out in Belgium. 


Das Zeitungswesen sonst und jetzt; Von Detler Freiherr von 
Biedermann. Leipzig: Friedrich, 1882. Sm. 8vo, pp. 109. 
Price 2s. 

An interesting little work written in a popular manner. The bibliographical 
part leaves much to be desired, however. 

Biografia del Cardinale Angelo Mai; da Benedetto Prina. Ber- 
gamo: Giaffieri e Gatti, 1882. 8vo, pp. 107. 

One of the chapters of Professor Prina’s interesting volume is devoted to Mai’s 
labours at the Vatican. 

Angelo Mai e Giacomo Leopardi ; da Dott. Elia Zerbini. Bergamo : 
Giaffieri e Gatti, 1882. 8vo. 

Both of these works were issued on the occasion of the celebration of the 
centenary of the great Cardinal-Librarian at Bergamo, in February last. In 1820 
Leopardi addressed an eloquent\canzone to Mai on his discovery of the De Republica 
of Cicero. 

Anuario Bibliografico de la Reptblica Arjentina: Ano II., 1880; 
Director Alberto Navarro Viola. Buenos Aires, 1881. Sm. 
8vo, pp. 409, and 1 leaf unnumbered. 

A list, with critical notices, of the books published during 1880 in the 
Argentine Confederation, which has become one of the most flourishing States of 
South America. Under bibliography eight books are described. 





The following Indexes have recently been issued :—General 
Index to the Transactions of the Zoological Society of London. Vols. 
I,-X., 1835-79. London: Printed for the Society, 1881. 4to, 
pp. 98, price 10s. And General Index to the Journal of the Quekett 
Microscopical Club, first series. Vols. I.-VI., 1868-81. London: 
Published for the Club by D. Bogue, 1882. 8vo, pp: 22, price 6d, 
The latter was compiled by our member, Mr. Alpheus Smith, the 
Librarian of the Club. 
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In the (New York) Publishers’ Weekly for April 8th appears the 
commencement of a bibliography of books and articles relating to 
literary property, copyright, &c., compiled by Mr. Thorvald Sol- 
berg. The list bas been looked over by Mr. Spofford, the Librarian 
of Congress. 


In Mr. Stanford’s announcement of his new map of Central 
Equatorial Africa it is notified that a bibliography will be published 
of the authorities upon which the map is based. It would be well 
if all maps of little known localities were accompanied with a 
similar list. 

An interesting International Exhibition of the Graphic Arts and 
of Book Manufacture is to be held at Leipzig in the course of the 
summer. The articles exhibited will be displayed under the follow- 
ing sections :—1. An historical exhibition showing the progress in 
the making of books from 1450 to 1850; 2. Typography and 
printing in relief; 3. Other graphic arts; 4. Bookbinding in con- 
junction with printing ; 5. Manufacture of machinery for printing 
purposes; 6. Machinery and tools for all of the above-named in- 
dustries. 


MM. J. de Beauchamps and Ed. Rouveyre are going to bring out 
a “‘ Guide du Libraire-Antiquaire et du Bibliophile: Vade Mecum a 
Pusage de tous ceux qui achétent ou vendent des libres.” The 
periodical will appear in two monthly parts of 16 pages, each with 
two or more plates of bindings, book-plates, rare title-pages, &c. 


M. Ch. Ressler, of Havre, is preparing a bibliography of all 
documents, plans, prints, &c., relating to that town. 


A bibliography of the numerous works of the late Paulin Paris 
is being compiled by his son, M. Gaston Paris. 


Prof. Comparetti has been deputed to draw upa catalogue of the 
papyri discovered at Herculaneum. 


The third fasciculus of the, Bibliographie del Oratoire, par le Pére 
A. M. P. Ingold, librarian of the Oratory, has lately been issued. 
The last part reaches to Morin. ° 

A lengthy bibliographical notice by M. A. Fage is included in 
his recent edition of the @wvres de Baluze. Tulle: imp. Grauffon, 
1882. Sm. 8vo, pp. 119. 

Prof. Paul Meyer succeeds the late M. Quicherat as Director of 
the Ecole des Chartes. 

A bibliography of the philosopher’s writings and of works on his 
life and doctrines is prefixed to The Philosophical System of Antonio 
Rosmini-Serbati : translated by Thomas Davidson. London: Kegan 
Paul and Co., 1882. 8vo. 

An article on ‘‘ The Boke of St. Albans,” in the Bibliographer 
for May, states that the only perfect copies known of the first 
edition are those in the collections of-Karl Spencer and the Karl 
of Pembroke. The remainder of the article is occupied with the 
relation of an apocryphal story told o the glorification of the 
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imaginative bookseller who purchased the Littlecote copy. We 
may remark that the Powderham copy referred to in MontHLy 
Nores of March is quite as perfect as that of Karl Spencer. 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Autor Wanrep (“ Monruty Noves,” Vol. iii., p. 64).—‘‘ The 
Perils of the Nation” was written by Robert B. Seeley. See 


‘Allibone and the Advocates’ Lib, Catalogue.—C. W. 8S. 


Book Wasi AnpD VarnisH.—Our binder has given me the following 
recipe for the wash used by him in cleaning bookbinding :—Dis- 
solve about two ounces of kid glue in a pint of water, add half- 
teaspoonful of oxalic acid, and about twelve drops of strong 
ammonia. Use warm with a sponge. Is there likely to be any 
harm to the leather from the infusion of oxalic acid? He uses the 
following varnish : —Spirits of wine, shellac, and benzoin. Use as 
much shellac as the spirits will dissolve. About a quarter of a 
pound of benzoin to a quart of spirits. Half-a-pound of shellac in 
a quart of spirits will make the varnish moderately thick.—C. W. 5S. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
A Worp oF Caution. 


Sir,—A man is going the round of the Libraries stating that he 
is an Assistant Librarian out of employment, and in search of 
work : anything, so long as it will enable him to live. He repre- 
sents himself as having been employed in different Libraries accord- 
ing to the town which he happens to be honouring (?) with his 

resence. He told me that he had been engaged at one of the 
fanchester Branch Libraries, and at Manchester last year he stated 
that he had been employed at Leicester. He accounts for being 
out of employment by saying that he left Library work to accept a 
clerkship at the Cape; the climate brought on fever, and he was 
sent home again, and, on inquiry, he told me that he had been 
back in England eight weeks. Mr. Sutton writes me that he paid 
Manchester a visit last sammer—a little discrepancy here. He is 
an arrant scoundrel, a professional beggar, who has gone about the 
country pretty well, and seems to have learnt a great deal of the 
personal history of Librarians; but when he is catechised about 
technicalities, the imposture is at once disclosed. I might. tell 
much more, but enough. Forewarned is forearmed; if he should 

visit any members of the Association they will know how to act. 

Yours, &c., 
Doncaster. J.B. 
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Single Numbers, Threepence each. Annual Subscription, 
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